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at the door of an assembly room, nor to show their inlro-
piditv at a country fair, but to enter into a kind of fellow-
ship with the rugged sailor, to hear tho tumult of a storm,
to sustain the change of climates, and to ho set on shorn in
an enemy's dominions'.'

Surely, he that can sec such spectacles without sorrow,
nrftst have hardened his heart beyond the conunon degrees
of cruelty, and it. may reasonably bo expected, that bo who
can propose any method by which such hardships may bo
escaped, will be thought entitled to gratitude and praise.

For my part, I should imagine, sir, that an easy me.thod
might be discovered of obviating- such misery, without
lessening that number of ofticers, which, perhaps, in oppo-
sition to reason and experience, somo gentlemen will con-
tinue to think necessary, ati^ope that this may bo no im-
proper time to declare my opinion.

I have observed, that for somo time no privato^centinel
has ever risen to any rank above that of a Serjeant, and
that commissions have been reserved as rewards for other
services than those of the camp" This procedure I cannot
but think at once impolitick and unjust.

It is impolitick, sir, as it has a miturd tendency to ex-
tinguish in the soldiery all emulation anil all industry.
Soldiers have an equal genius with other nuns, and un-
doubtedly there might be found among them groat num-
bers capable of learning and of improving the military
sciences; but they have, likewise, tha same lovo of ease,
and the desire of honour and of profit, and will not con-
demn themselves to labour without the prospect of re-
ward, nor sacrifice their time to the attainment of that
knowledge, which can have no other effect than to make
them discover the stupidity of their commanded, and ren-
der their obedience more difficult, as it will destroy that
reverence which is necessary to subordination,

It is unjust, sir, because it is not to be doubted, that,
some soldiers, by the natural force of their faculties, or by
a laudable activity of mind, have extended their know-
ledge beyond the duties of a private station; and ho that
excels in his profession, has an equitable claim to distine-